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 From the Lectionary
Second Sunday before Lent


	Vicar:  Revd. Martin Poole     
martin@stlukesonline.co.uk
01273 557772
info@stlukesonline.co.uk   

Churchwardens: 
Michele White & Clive Stoker

Youth Contact Persons:
King’s Club (3-6)
Sally Cristin
sallycristin@yahoo.co.uk
Children’s Church (6-10)
Michele White
J Team (11-18)
Sarah Relf
07791 523239
brightonrelfs@googlemail.com

Hall Bookings:
Contact 07596 496405
St Luke’s Advice Service: 
01273 549203

Collect
Almighty God,
give us reverence for all creation
and respect for every person,
that we may mirror your likeness
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

Post Communion Prayer
God our creator,
by your gift
the tree of life was set 
at the heart of the earthly paradise,
and the bread of life 
at the heart of your Church:
may we who have been nourished 
at your table on earth
be transformed by the 
glory of the Saviour’s cross
and enjoy the delights of eternity;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen



Contact…

229
12th – 18th Feb. 2012 




Bible verse:


[bookmark: _GoBack]This is the way God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only Son. And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed

John 3:16

This Sunday
8.30am 	1662 Holy Communion
	Preacher: Vanessa Vollebregt

10.30am	Morning Celebration
	Preacher:	Revd. Martin Poole
	Reading: John 3:16-22

6.30pm	Compline
	With lectionary readings


THIS WEEK
Thursday	NO   OASIS


Sunday 19th February 2012 
8.30am 	1662 Holy Communion
	Preacher: Vanessa Vollebregt

10.30am	Morning Celebration
	Preacher:	Peter Woodhead
	Reading: John 3:22-30

6.30pm	Study Service
Article 15 	Of Christ alone without sin

	 













Collect
God of our salvation, help us to turn away from those habits which harm our bodies and poison our minds and to choose again your gift of life, revealed to us in Jesus Christ our Lord.  AMEN
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 	FIRST VISIT? We would like to extend a warm welcome to you. Please make yourself known to us before you leave, or, if you prefer, complete one of the yellow contact cards that can be found at the back of the church.

  Hearing Aid?  Sit anywhere in church to benefit from the induction loop.


Critical Mass
18th Feb.  10.30am - 3.30pm
Lancing College
A creative exploration of communion using Music, Drama, Dance Art, Multi-media to help children & young people engage with the living God.
WINTER WARMER
18th February
Doors open 5pm
Food from 6pm
Entertainment from 7pm
A pre-Lent feast of food and entertainment for all the family.  An evening of sketches, songs, tricks and variety acts all provided by you!
PANCAKE DAY
21st February
We will open the church in the afternoon to BHASVIC students for free pancakes and drinks.
Volunteer pancake flippers needed.

26th February
The 10.30 service will aim to put some of the worship principles into practice and will be followed by a soup and bread lunch to give an opportunity for feedback

Please see Martin for further details on all these events



Rockin’ Ramblers
Chanctonbury Ring
3rd March
9am start.  Spectacular views. Level - intermediate. 6 mi.
Return to rendezvous by 2pm.
01273 308711 / 07762 967647 peterjdking@ntlworld.com

LIFEGROUPS
During Lent all the Lifegroups will be studying a short course on worship.  The first and last sessions will take place in church all together on 29th February & 4th April.  If you’re not in a group this will be a chance to get involved as a group will be running at the vicarage and we hope to be able to create a new Lifegroup at the end of this study.

Church Hall Sale
The PCC has selected a bidder who wishes to keep the hall in community use.  It is hoped that this bidder might partner with the local community to develop the hall for the benefit of all.

Kings School Hove
Are you interested in a new secondary school for the city with a Christian ethos?
Please go to www.kingsschoolhove.org.uk
To register your interest


 For Your Prayers…  
All those who have asked for our prayers including Mary Kelly, Maureen Shoesmith, Catherine Cole, Margaret Clarke, Wendy Hale, Carol Woodhead, Caroline Williams, Joy Ellis, Peter Denyer and Rosemary Cooper-Macleod.  Kirsty Tyler whose mother was cremated this week.


	




Prayer Focus – Persecuted Christians

SOMALIA:
No one is expected to be a Christian in Somalia, so there is no organized church. Muslim converts exist as individual secret believers, and can only know a few others to make a small underground group. The largest known group is composed of five believers. For parents, it is dangerous to raise their children as Christians for fear of being discovered and executed. In September 2011, extremists from the Islamic militant group al_Shabaab beheaded a 17-year-old Somali Christian near Mogadishu.
Pray for: 	an end to the chronic political instability of this war-torn country
That God will stay the hand of extremist group al-Shabaab.
	For freedom for believers to worship and grow in their faith.

IRAN:
Almost all Christian activity is illegal, from evangelism to Bible training to publishing Christian books. Armenian and Assyrian Christians are officially guaranteed religious freedom, but have reported physical abuse, imprisonment and harassment. Many church services are monitored by the secret police. The governor of Tehran has criticised Christian evangelicalism as a ‘corrupt and deviant movement’ and ‘A cultural invasion of the enemy’. More than 200 Christians were arrested in 2011.
Pray for: 	Thank God that despite the regime’s harsh treatment of Christians, 
the church is growing.
Strength for Muslim-background believers who have been arrested, jailed and beaten.
Justice and release for Christian prisoners.

MALDIVES:
Every citizen has to be Muslim on these remote islands. The government views itself as the protector and defender of Islam and enjoys full support by its citizens. Churches are forbidden, evangelism is banned and the import of Christian literature is prohibited. Believers hide their faith from their families and, when discovered, are pressured to convert to Islam. In October 2011, a foreign Christian teacher was imprisoned for 15 days and then deported after police found a Bible in his house.
Pray for: 	The few indigenous Christians to have the courage amidst the secrecy.
Many young people seek education outside the islands. 
Pray that they would have the opportunity to hear the gospel.
Maldivian society contends with huge social problems of drug and alcohol abuse, marriage breakdown and child abuse. 
Pray that people will discover God’s forgivenesss.
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